For Release 2003/05/05 : CIA-RDP80R01731R0026001 30003-1 



21 June 191*6 
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X« la aceordance with Dtra«tiT» So* U the deatraZ. flaanlng 

Staff eonduOted a vazrey to detersdlne if oorerage of the foreiga 
Xeagoage prese ie tla# tnlted State# ie deeirrfble for intelligent 
purpoiea, ehat p«r»<mnel are available for the eork, and ehi«h agency 
or agenciee ahoold be reep<»»ltle for each a project# 

2< Aa a result of this surrey the l^eotor of CttrA Xntelllgtce 
concludes thati 

a* Tha DepartEMnt of State has a prSaazy need for a eosprehen- 
sive corerage of the foreign language press in i^e Waited States* 
b» fhe Separtnent of State should develop thie source to the 
extent determined by its needs and eapabllitiea* 

0 * Oospetent personnel appear to be available* 

d» fhis eolleetlon effort and the distribution of its results 

«w* 

Should be OQordlnatsd by ths Mtetor of Cttral InteHlgenee to 
tsore that it serves the intearests of all ageneies aibjeet to 
ebordination. 

3* Ho aetloa by N.I.A* appears to be neoeseazy. 
k* It is reeomBtsndsd that the Ijatelliganoe Advisory BoarA eoneur in 
the draft G*I.Q* Dlreetive (J^endix •!*•) for issue* 
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CI8TSII. HITELLIGB1K» OROgP 


C.I.G. DIRECTIVE K)* 



Btrsuant to paragraph 5«a« of the Fresident*s letter of 22 JanuKty 

f 

i^eh gives the Bireotor of (Antral ^t^ligence authority to 
aske foil use of Vtm staffs and faelllties of the iatdligence agencle s 
of the D^>artffienta subject to 1.1.1. eoordtnatlonf the feUoning policies 
and procedures, relating to the oorerage of the foreign language press 
3 ji the Ini ted States, are annoaneedt 

1. The %9eeial Assistant to the l^retaiy of State for Research 
and Intelligenee, to the extent of his eapabilltiea, will develop the 
coverage of the foreign language press in the United States in order to 
a«9t his cum and other departmental i»aeds for foreign inteHigence infor- 
mation fr<mt this source. 

2, The intelllg«ice information collection effort involvwl In the 

perf oirmance of the mlSBicai assigned In paragraph 1, jfijove, and the dis- 
tribution of the information collected will be coordinated ty the Direetor 
of Osatral Intelligence to «isure that it serves the interests of the 
intelligence agencies subject to coordination. 
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Mote l Tb* t*ra "foreign l«ag\»ie« prees" a« u»d In 
thi»*TOgu»«lon refers to newepapere, magaainee and 
paaphlets published la a foreign language in the United 
States. It is not to be confused with luaterlal printed 
In a foreign language but published abread. 


1. By a iMSaorandmn of 20 February 19W (i.). Sir. Alfred lioCorioaelt, 
then Spooiai Aasistant to the Seoretaiy of SUte in oJiarge of Eeaearoh 
and Intelllgffliee, suggested that the Qlreotor of Central Intelligenoe 


take under advisoHsant the natter of detenalnlng idiat ooverage of the 
Pnraign language press in tlie United Ststes is desirable for Intalll” 
t'enoe Ini'oraiation purpoaes and bar the coverage should be obtained. This 


matter falls logically under the provlslona of paragraph Jj.b,, K.I.A. 
Directive Mo. 2. Accordingly, C.I.Q. llrective *o. U directed a survey 
of the subject. 

2, The matter waa discussed with the Stste Departjsent, MID, OMI, 

A-2 and F.B.l. I In addition the maUer was disoussed with *r. Harry 
Saith of the Mew lork 'llaves and Mr. Jacob Landau ol' tha Overseaa Sewa 


Agen^ in Mew lork City, both of wlioa follow the foreign language press 
in tbs United States. \ 


3, Before the war the foreign language press was little exploited 
as a source of foi-eign Intelilgenoe information, sltliough soiae uoe waa 
mada of it as s olisck on subversive activities of foreign grouf.s in 
this country. The in the discharge of its mission concerned 

with internal security, collected infoiwuitlon on foreign language news- 
papers as to editorship, finanoiaJL backing, influenoe, etc. 

U. During the war the foreign language press became of oonaiderable 


interest to several government agencies. The F.B.l. Intensified its 
coverage of this source for information on foreign groups and individuals. 
Cr^^ylD&MTlAL Ai;'F.-.KDlX *1^ 

(1.) On file in C.I.U. 
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ONI and A-2 searched KTAj^asjinea and newapapera published In foreign 
languages for any inforniatioii of value* This coverage was undertaken 
to avoid overlooking any source which night yield any im uraartion of 
intelligence value frotm countries blacked out by eneny control* the 
State Department at that biase made little use of information gleaned from 
foreign language newspapers and iLagasines# 

3* The only ai oncy to engage in a comprehensive ocverage of the 
foreign language press was the Foreign Hationalitiee Dranch, OSS* Thie 
coverage was performed in connection with research into foreign group 
origins in the United States, their political end economic development 
and their psychological reactions as the basis for reports on the 
coi^poaitlon and aotlvities of such groups# In addition to their own 
reading and analysis of foreign press inaterlal, the foreign Nationalities 
Branch paid th^ Overseas hews Agency in New lork l|l,000 per month| to . 

prepare periodic sumriarios of excerpts from newspaper© and magaaiues 
serving various foreign groups in this country* This service provided 
only selection and translation of inaterial and was in sc»ae measure guided 
by instructions from the Foreign hatlonalities Branch# 

6. Orgauilsed coverage of the foreign language press for governoient 
agencies ceased with deactivation of the Foreign Nationalities Branch, 

OSS In the Fall of 1915. 

7* the F.B*X* is satisfied with its present coverage as a check 
on subversive activities, and MID, (Ml, and A-2 are of the opinion that 
exploitation of this source for military intelligence ini^ormation would 
not warrant thoir contributing personnel, funds or faoilltiee to achieve 
comprehensive coverage. 

6. InforBoation of the type obtainable from the foreign language 
press in the United States is required priiaarily by i,he State Deparfeaient 
for the research divisions for inteHigerrce projects, for the geographic 

CCKFIDaOTIAL Aj'PKNPrX "A" 
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divisioasi to anal/## th# of foreign group pr«»«ur#a in the Onlted 

iJtmte#! and for the Offio# of Int^mAtlonal Infomiation #nd Cultural 
Affair# to moaaure th# •ff#otlv#n#«g of thi# oountr/»a propaganda abroad^ 
To provlda for tha State DaparWant*# current requlroi^anta, aiarvicMl 
la needed alailar to that forfliorl/ parfonsad by the Foreign Aationalitioa 
Branchy 0SS« 

9* Although Iran/ of the parsoanal irho war# o<ma«mad with oovaraga 
of the foreign language pres# during the Hiar have left the city, it i« 
believed that there are a till available a airmail nuiaber of per eon# with 
requisite ability and experience to etaff a unit for the purpose. The 
Overseas wawa Agency is still in existence and jcay be able to reauiae the 
service formerly provided the Foreign Nationalities Branch, OdS. 
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PiepoBltlon Form 

26 June 1946 


from I Chief, Central Plamilng Staff 

TOi Director of Central Intelligence 

REFERENCE! C.I.C, Directive 

ENCLOSURES! Memorandum by DCIi with! Enolosurej 

Appendix ”A"| 
Appendix ”B”, 

FOR ACTION. 


COFSRAOE OF THE FOX8IOS LAKOUAffE PRESS IN TSI UNIflD SfAlSS 


1* Paper* oonprlelag reeeiaDended C,I.O, aotloa in aubieet natter 
are forwarded herewith. 

S. Reeoioaend i^at tKese paper* be appro-red and issued. 

S. N.I.A, aotion in thi* ma-tter i* not belie-red -bo be neoessary. 




^C. S, OLSEN, ■ 

Captain, U.S.N. 

Acting Chief, Central Planning Staff 


Approved For Release 2003/05/05 : CIA-RDP80R01 731 R0026001 30003-1 



